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WHAT WE KNOW?

National surveys conducted by the Annenberg Public
Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania have
found:

Over 30% could not name a

S EIER T single branch of our

EXECUTIVE

government.

Only 26% of Americans
could name all three

branches of the U.S.
government.




WHAT IS A CONSTITUTION?

« Similar to a rule book for government

— Qutlines structure and function of government
— Limits the powers of government
— Lists some of our rights

— Reflects principles and values



COMPARING CONSTITUTIONS

U.S. CONSTITUTION FLORIDA
Sets up the structure of federal CONSTITUTION
government Sets up the structure of state
Limits the powers of the federal government
governmer Limits the powers of the state
Bill of Rights government
Outlines two amendment Declaration of Rights
ProCesSes Outlines five amendment

Highest law in the United States processes

‘ Highest state law in Florida



WHAT SHOULD BE IN A STATE
CONSTITUTION?

Organization of the state

government?

Powers of each branch of
government?
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WHAT SHOULD BE IN A STATE
CONSTITUTION?

Establishing English as the official state

language?

The process for selecting judges?
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WHAT SHOULD BE IN A STATE
CONSTITUTION?

Legalization of marijuana?

Detfinition of marriage?
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WHAT SHOULD BE IN A STATE

CONSTITUTION?

Rights of the accused?

Protection of pregnant pigs?
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DEFINING THE FLORIDA

CONSTITUTION

The Florida Legislature website defines the
Florida Constitution as an organized system
of fundamental principles for the
government of the state. It is of a
permanent and general nature and
originates from the people rather than from
the Legislature.
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PROVISIONS OF THE FLORIDA

CONSTITUTION
Preamble Article VII: Finance
Article |: Declaration and Taxation
of Rights Article VIII: Local
Article II: General Government
Provisions Article IX: Education
Article Ill: Leqislature Article X:
Article IV: Executive Miscellaneous
Article V: Judiciary Article XI:
Article VI. Suffrage Amendments

and Elections Article Xll: Schedule
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CONSTITUTIONS V. STATUTES

What is the difference between a
constitution and a statute?
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AMENDING THE FLORIDA
CONSTITUTION




HOW OFTEN SHOULD WE

CHANGE A CONSTITUTION?

U.S. Constitution Florida Constitution
e 27 amendments ratified  More than 100
— More than 10,000 amendments since 1968
amendments have been — Florida has more ways to
proposed amend its constitution than
— The U.S. Constitution has any other state

been amended only 17
times since the first 10--
which make up the Bill of
Rights-- were ratified in
1791.
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Article X1 of the Florida

Constitution provides
for 5 ways to amend the
Constitution:

The Flonda Legislature
can propose changes
through a Jont
Fesolution.

The Constrtution
Fevision Commission

can recommend changes.,

The power to amend
the Flonda Constritution
15 also prowided to the

people through the
mitiative process.

Constitutional
canventions are another
means of recommending
changes.

Taxation and Budget
i ommEssion can
recommend taxation
and bugetary process
changes.

Article 5 of the U.5S.

Constitution provides for
2 ways to amend the U5,
Constitution:

Proposal by Congress
with a two-thirds
maponty vote in both the
House and Senate

Constiiutronal
convention called for by
twio-thirds of the state
legislatures;

never been used

\
=

Florida has more ways
fo amend ity Constitution
than any other state.



AMENDMENT PROCESSES

* Florida has more ways to amend its
Constitution than any other state.

* 5 ways to amend the Florida Constitution
(Article XI):

1.
2.

kW

Proposal by Legislature

Revision Commission every 20 years (2017-
2018)

Initiative
Constitutional convention (never used)

Taxation and Budget Reform Commission every
20 years (2027)
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_ o Constitution Revision
Constitution Commission:
Commis: .

A group of 37 people will
review and recommend changes
to the Florida Constitution;
found in Article XI, Section 2 of

‘nﬁfht&_lhlrll thiritj,r days bifure 1ghe mmretrl'fling of - . . .
o e legislature, and each twentieth year t
established a constitution revision commi the F I ori d d CO nStItUtI on
following thirty-seven me:
(1) the atforney general of
(2) fifteen members selected by .
(3] nine members selected by the speaker of the house of
representatives and nine members selected by the president of the
senate; and
(4] three members selected ‘t:uti'1 the chief justice of the supreme court
of Florida wiath the adwice of the justices.
(bl  The governor shall designate one member of the commission as
itz chiair. Wacancies in the membership of the commission shall be
filled in the same manner as the original appointments.
(e Each constitution revision commission shall convene at the call of
ite chair, adopt its rules of procedure, examine the constitution of the
state, hold public hearings, and, not later than one hundred eighty
days prior to the next general election, file with the custodian of state
records its proposal, if any, of a re&;i_sin:un of this constitution or any
part of 1t




What does the Constitution
Revision Commission do?

Every 20 years the Gommission is
appointed fo:
‘ Hold public hearings
‘-\d/ ) File recommended changes to-

the Flovida Constitution for
voter consideratiov

‘ Examine the Florida Constitutionw




COMPOSITION OF THE CONSTITUTION

REVISION COMMISSION

Total number of commissioners
3 7 appointed by the legislative,

executive, and judicial branches.*

* (AG is automatically appointed under the Florida Constitution.)

How should the remaining 36
appointments be divided among the three
branches?



Who serves on the CRC?

Appointed by the
Governor

Appointed by the
Speaker of the Florida
House

Appointed by the
President of the Florida
Senate

Appointed by the Chief
Justice of the Florida
Supreme Court

Attorney General of
Florida
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CHARACTERISTICS OF

COMMISSIONERS

Characteristics to Consider

The people of Florida should play a critical role in the appointment of
commissioners to the CRC by suggesting appointees and monitoring the process.
What characteristics are most important to you in selecting commissioners?

Knowledgeable
about government
Forward thinking From all walks
of life
Reflective
of Florida’s Civic-minded

diverse culture
o°O



How can citizens be involved in the constitution
revision process?

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION




L A

Clitizen

Involvement

Make your voice heard!
VOTE on the proposals
on the 2018 ballot!

Become educated
on Flonda’s
constitution and

VOTE

on the proposals in

2018. amendment process.
Attend and Suggest
participate in and monitor

\ public hearings. appointments to

the CRC.



FOR ALL TYPES OF
AMENDMENT PROPOSALS

 The voters decide If a proposal is
added to the Florida Constitution.

* Requires 60% of voters to approve the
proposal (Article XlI, Section 5(e)
Florida Constitution).

* Once passed by the voters, it is
Included in the Florida Constitution.

Developed by The Florida Law Related
Education Association, Inc., www.flrea.org



9 Proposed CRC Revisions for

the 1998 Ballot

* Of the 13 proposed amendments to the
Florida Constitution in 1998, 9 were

revisions proposed by the Constitution
Revision Commission.

— Of the 9 proposals, Florida voters approved
eight.

* As of 2006, a proposed amendment to the
Florida Constitution requires at least 60% of

the vote to pass. In 1998, only a simple
majority (more than 50%) was required.



CONSIDERATIONS FOR A GROWING

SUNSHINE STATE

un

Florida's Growing Population

30
Tmnsportation
25.88 million

Education

Population (millions)

5 6. 43 million Youth, Elderly, and the Underserved
Gun Control

0 Immigration
1968 1978 1998 2015  2018*  2038*

25
20.75 million
20.27 million Natural Resources
20
15.23 million -
15 R .
epresentation
10 9.1 m|II|on Healthcare

Economy
What would you add?

*Projected data



NAME THE ISSUES

What current issues of importance to Florida
do you think need to be addressed in the
Florida Constitution?




WHERE DO WE GO FROM
HERE?




L A

Citizen

[nvolvement

Make your voice heard!
VOTE on the proposals
on the 2018 ballot!

Become educated
on Flonda’s
constitution and

VOTE

on the proposals in

2018. amendment process.
Attend and Suggest
participate in and monitor

\ public hearings. appointments to

the CRC.



KEEPING IN CONTACT

Office of the Office of

¢ Governor of the Attorney General
State of Florida

wRy |
4

Office of the - -
Office of the SN Offlc_e of the Chief
: pe Justice, Supreme
Florldq SRV Florida House of Court of Florida
President

Representatives
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Plori |
Constitution

Revision
Commission .~/

Florida Constitution Revision Commission
Appointments

The Chief Justice, the Governor and the President of the Senate
have issued a call for applications for appointment to the
Constitution Revision Commission.

Chief Justice Jorge Labarga accepting resumes. Read more.
Governor Rick Scott accepting applications. Read more.
Senate President Andy Gardiner calls for applications.
Florida House of Representatives to be announced.

http://www.floridabar.org/crc



APPOINTMENTS TO THE CRC

Florida Governor’s CRC
Application

(Appointments Questionnaire)

Appointments Questionnaire

The information fiam this questionmaire will be used by the Governar's office and, where
applicablc, The Flocida Senate in considering acsion on your confirmation. The
questonnaire MUST BE COMPLETED IN FUILL, Answer "none” or “not applicable™
where approprisse,  Please type or print in. hlsck ink

Section 2- Education and Background

High Schoal: Wear Graduated:
(Mamme) {Lacation)

List all postsecondary education instinstions attended:

Name Dates. Degree Recelved

Are you or have you ever been a member of the armed forces of the United States?  Yes [:INnD
I “Yes™ List:

Dates of service:

Branch or

Date & rype of discharge:

Concerning your current empleyer and for all of your employment during the last ten years, list your
employers name, business address, type of business, eccupation or job title, and periodis) of
employment.

Employer's Nanse & Location Type of Business Occugution Tite Period

Have you ever been employed by any state, district, or local governmental agency in Florida?
Yes[ [Na[_]

I *Vex™, identify the pasitionfs), the mame{s) of the emploving agency, and the peviod(s) of employment:

Pasithon Employimg Agescy Period of Emplovment

b
=

b
I

Application for Senate
Board and Commission
Appointments

Disclosure

. W reqaised by law or mdm insaative nale, will you file fissscisl disclosee auemests? [ ] Yes [ No

. Have you Been a fegisiened lobibyist o have you bebbued o any level of goversment al sy tc dunng e past
e

oot years? || Yes ||

1 yes, didl veu other e for expenses? ] Yes [ No
sy Lo

. Hawe you ever bees emphoyed by any stae, distract, of becal goversmental sgeney in Flanda? [ ¥es [ Mo
Comiea JErFSE R [FETEEE T

. Have youU oF anfy busisess with which you are or have been afTilisted as an owner, officer, of caipliyee ever held

any conencesed dealings dering the last four vears with any stase, district, o local goversment agency s Flonda
Ives [hme  Hyves, please peovide;

fo Ay B et © Ssny

. Have members of your imsedion Geily—spose, child, pasemis), siblingsi—or busisesses of which members

of your imemedise Tamily Berve bees owners, officers, of smphoyees, held any contractual of siher diest dealings
dunieg the ket foer yews with any siate, disinict, or loesl govemmeneal ageney i Flonda? [ Yes || No

1 yes, phesse provide:

et Hare  bands viwtr's clibondas w vns Laah Mober's Blduasei wlusien  Omin:  Dutsen’s Bl § b Sany

Request for a Supreme

Court Appointment

CONSTITUTION REVISION COMMISSION

2017 Supreme Court Appointments

About the CRC The Constitutution Revision Commission meets
once every 20 years to propose revisions to the
Florida Constitutution. It is created by Article X1
section 2 of the Constitution and consists of 37
members, three of whom are selected by the
Chief Justice with the advice of the Justices of the
Florida Supreme Court. You can read the Chief
Justice's Press Release about his appointments.

Asking for a Supreme Each person wishing to become one of the three
Court Appointment Florida Supreme Court appointments to the 2017

CRC should submit the following to the Clerk of
Court:

* A cover letter
« A complete resume

Mo application form is needed. Each application
must be submitted as a PDF attached to an email
and submitted by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Dec.
31, 2016, to the following email address at the
Supreme Court:

CRC@flcourts.org

Please note that all application materials
submitted to the Court are public records and are
subject to disclosure as provided in the Florida
Rules of Judicial Administration.



GET INVOLVED

Partnership for Revising §

Flzsrida’s Constitution
EDUCATE, ENGAGE, EMPOWER

http://www.revisefl.com/



CITATIONS

http://election.dos.state.fl.us/constitutional-amendments/init-
peti-process.shtml

http://www.law.fsu.edu/journals/lawreview/downloads/251/mart
In.pdf
http://www.sagepub.com/lippmanstudy/state/fl/ChO1_Florida.p
df

http://www.tampabay.com/news/business/corporate/florida-
legislatures-proposed-constitutional-amendments-keep-
getting/1112920

http://www.law.fsu.edu/journals/lawreview/issues/232/jameson.
html#FNR138
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