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What we know?

National surveys conducted by the Annenberg Public 
Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania have 

found:

Only 26% of Americans 
could name all three 
branches of the U.S. 

government.

Over 30% could not name a 
single branch of our 

government. 



A public education program 
of The Florida Bar

What is a constitution?

• Similar to a rule book for government

– Outlines structure and function of government

– Limits the powers of government

– Lists some of our rights

– Reflects principles and values
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U.S. Constitution

Sets up the structure of federal 

government

Limits the powers of the federal 

government

Bill of Rights 

Outlines two amendment 

processes 

Highest law in the United States 

Florida 

Constitution

Sets up the structure of state 

government

Limits the powers of the state 

government 

Declaration of Rights 

Outlines five amendment 

processes 

Highest state law in Florida 

Comparing Constitutions
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What should be in a state 

constitution?
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Powers of each branch of 
government?

Organization of the state 
government?



A public education program 
of The Florida Bar

What should be in a state 

constitution?
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The process for selecting judges?

Establishing English as the official state 

language?



A public education program 
of The Florida Bar

What should be in a state 

constitution?
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Definition of marriage?

Legalization of marijuana?
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What should be in a state 

constitution?
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Protection of pregnant pigs? 

Rights of the accused? 
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Defining the Florida 

Constitution

The Florida Legislature website defines the 

Florida Constitution as an organized system 

of fundamental principles for the 

government of the state. It is of a 

permanent and general nature and 

originates from the people rather than from 

the Legislature.
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Provisions of the Florida 

Constitution

 Preamble

 Article I: Declaration 
of Rights

 Article II: General 
Provisions

 Article III: Legislature

 Article IV: Executive

 Article V: Judiciary

 Article VI: Suffrage 
and Elections

 Article VII: Finance 
and Taxation

 Article VIII: Local 
Government

 Article IX: Education

 Article X: 
Miscellaneous

 Article XI: 
Amendments

 Article XII: Schedule
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Constitutions v. Statutes 

What is the difference between a 

constitution and a statute? 
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AMENDING THE FLORIDA 

CONSTITUTION
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How often should we 

change a Constitution?

U.S. Constitution

• 27 amendments ratified 

– More than 10,000 

amendments have been 

proposed 

– The U.S. Constitution has 

been amended only 17 

times since the first 10--

which make up the Bill of 

Rights-- were ratified in 

1791.

Florida Constitution 

• More than 100 

amendments since 1968

– Florida has more ways to 

amend its constitution than 

any other state
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Amendment Processes

• Florida has more ways to amend its 
Constitution than any other state.

• 5 ways to amend the Florida Constitution 
(Article XI):
1. Proposal by Legislature 

2. Revision Commission every 20 years (2017-
2018)

3. Initiative

4. Constitutional convention (never used)

5. Taxation and Budget Reform Commission every 
20 years (2027)
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Constitution Revision 

Commission:
A group of 37 people will 

review and recommend changes 

to the Florida Constitution; 

found in Article XI, Section 2 of 

the Florida Constitution
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Examine the Florida Constitution

Hold public hearings

File recommended changes to 

the Florida Constitution for 

voter consideration



A public education program 
of The Florida Bar

Composition of the Constitution 

Revision Commission 

• (AG is automatically appointed under the Florida Constitution.)

How should the remaining 36 
appointments be divided among the three 

branches?  

37
Total number of commissioners 

appointed by the legislative, 

executive, and judicial branches.*
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Who serves on the CRC?

15

9

9

3

1

Appointed by the 

Governor

Appointed by the 

Speaker of  the Florida 

House

Appointed by the 

President of  the Florida 

Senate

Appointed by the Chief  

Justice of  the Florida 

Supreme Court 

Attorney General of  

Florida
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Characteristics of 

Commissioners 
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

How can citizens be involved in the constitution 

revision process?
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For all types of

amendment proposals 

• The voters decide if a proposal is 

added to the Florida Constitution. 

• Requires 60% of voters to approve the 

proposal (Article XI, Section 5(e) 

Florida Constitution).

• Once passed by the voters, it is 

included in the Florida Constitution.
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Proposed CRC Revisions for 

the 1998 Ballot

• Of the 13 proposed amendments to the 
Florida Constitution in 1998, 9 were 
revisions proposed by the Constitution 
Revision Commission. 

– Of the 9 proposals, Florida voters approved 
eight. 

• As of 2006, a proposed amendment to the 
Florida Constitution requires at least 60% of 
the vote to pass. In 1998, only a simple 
majority (more than 50%) was required.

9
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Considerations for a Growing 

Sunshine State 

Considerations for keeping up 

with a growing Sunshine State:

Transportation

Education

Natural Resources

Crime

Representation

Healthcare

Youth, Elderly, and the Underserved

Gun Control

Immigration

Economy 

What would you add?

6.43 million

9.1 million

15.23 million

20.27 million
20.75 million

25.88 million
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Name the issues

What current issues of importance to Florida 

do you think need to be addressed in the 

Florida Constitution?

?
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM 

HERE?
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Keeping in Contact 
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Office of 

Attorney General

Office of the 

Governor of the 

State of Florida

Office of the 

Speaker of the 

Florida House of 

Representatives

Office of the 

Florida Senate 

President

Office of the Chief 

Justice, Supreme 

Court of Florida  
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Florida Constitution Revision Commission 
Appointments
The Chief Justice, the Governor and the President of the Senate 
have issued a call for applications for appointment to the 
Constitution Revision Commission. 

Chief Justice Jorge Labarga accepting resumes. Read more.  
Governor Rick Scott accepting applications. Read more.  
Senate President Andy Gardiner calls for applications.   
Florida House of Representatives to be announced.

http://www.floridabar.org/crc
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Appointments to the CRC

Florida Governor’s CRC 
Application

(Appointments Questionnaire)

Application for Senate 
Board and Commission 

Appointments 

Request for a Supreme 
Court Appointment 
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Get involved

http://www.revisefl.com/
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